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(continued.) 
26th. I do not reckoUect who I obtained the information from 
respecting the captivity of Colonel Callaway & Boon's daughters' 
in Kentucky in July, 1776, but I am satisfied that I obtained the 
information from reliable authority, for shortly after the afiair 
happened it was noised about on the frontier settlement and all 
the settlers were extolling Boon to the vary skies for the prowess 
& bravery which he displayed in recapturing the girls, at the 
time the girls were captured by the Indians Boon was out a hunt- 
ing, shortly he left the girls, went out alone to take a short walk 
and while in the woods they were supprised by a party of In- 
dians, captured and carried off, the girls believed that they would 
be followed by their friends, and in order that they might be 
traced the more easily at vary short intervals they brake the 
twig, on the bushes. In order to prevent the breaking of the 
twigs exciting the suspicion of the Indians they complained of 
being fatigued & generally walked behind. Boon returned 
home in the evening and with two or three companions started 
in pursuit early next morning, from the trail of the Indians & 
the sine that the girls left he found but little difficulty in follow- 
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ing. the seckond day just before night, Boon arrived in sight 
of the smoke assending from the fire where the Indians had taken 
up camp, he vary cautiously creeped up within gun shot of the 
camp without being seen by Indians, they were busy cooking, 
the girls were laying down. Boon and his men fired on the In- 
dians at the same time and rushed on to the camp hooping and 
hallowing, the Indians were so much frightened that they imme- 
diately fled, leaving one or two killed, their guns & everything 
else were left at the camp. 

27th. I have frequently heard of Price's settlement but know 
not where it was made or by whome. 

28th. James Robertson' had command of a company in 
Christian's campane and he was from the watauga Setdement. 
Seviers company were composed of about 80 men besides the 
officers. Robinson's company had about the same number. 

29th. The fort built on the holston in 1776, was built on the 
North bank about 200 yards below the upper end of the Island, 
the place selected for the fort was where the bank of the river 
was vary high, I suppose some 20 feet, the water some four or five 
feet deep, the ground enclosed by the fort was about 100 yard 
square; there was onely three sides enclosed, the bank of the 
river being almost impregnable. This fort was built simaler to 
that bilt by Joseph Martain' in Powel's valley, with the excep- 
tion that the wals had bastions at each corner, the house for 
the Millitary storse was in the senter of the square and also the 
storse was in the senter of the square, and also the house for the 
commander, there were several small springs that broke out of 
the bank of the river which was used, but the river was our main 
dependance for water. Colonel Wm. Witcher* had command 
of the fort with about 200 men dureing the absence of the army. 

30th. Anthony Bledsoe * was not connected with the army 
until Dec, 1776, at which time he took temporary command 
during Colonel Christian's absence and remained in command 
until the first of April, 1777. At the time that Col. Bledsoe was 
elected to the legislature he lived about 30 miles above the long 
Islans of holston and on the fort Chisel road. I know of no 
other military service of Anthony Bledsoe. 

31st. I think that Maj. Evan Shelby' had command at the 
fort some two weeks during the temporary absence of Wm. Rus- 
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sel. this was the onely connection he had with the army. I 
know nothing of Dysart,' George Maxwell,' John Anderson,' 
nor Wm. Buchanan.'* 

32. When Nathaniel Gist " first came in to Christian he was 
viewed in a vary suspisious light, he was believed to be a spye, 
but the prejudice against him soon wore off and Gist became 
vary popular. I know not what he had been doing with the 
Indians nor where his residence was. 

33th. Rycove fort was about 8 miles from the north fork of 
the Clinch, situated about a mile from the stream on its west side, 
there were several fine springs at the fort. It inclosed, about 
half acre of land. I don't know whether it was occupied during 
the Revolution. 

34th. I know nothing of the services of Col. John Bowman." 
35th. I know nothing of Col. David Robinson. 
36th. I have no knowledge of Major Daniel Smith." 
37th. the circumstances under which Big Bullet was killed at 
the long island treaty were these. In June, 1777, while the 
army was at the Long Island and some 600 Indians had come in 
for the purpose of making peace, many of the officers were anx- 
ious to see the Indians have a green corn dance and by way of 
inducement, told the Indians that if they would have a green 
corn dance, that they, the whites, would give them a dance after 
the Indians were done, accordingly a large place was cleared out 
on the Island (where the Indians were encamped oposite the 
forte), some 200 Indians were engaged in the dance, which 
lasted some three hours, as soon as the Indians were don, the 
whites commenced theres & just as we were finishing our dance 
the report of a gun was heard 60 or 70 yards up the Island from 
where the dance was held, many of us repared there forth with 
and on arriving there we saw that Big Bullet was breathing his 
last. I do not think that he drew more than to or three breaths 
after we arrived there. He was shot with a rifle, the ball passing 
through his boddy and just grasing his nee. when Big Bullet 
was shot he was sitting alone on a seckpnd bank of the Island 
near the edge, of the water, making a pair of nice beded mock- 
assons. the gun with which he was shot was found on a small 
Island which lay in be tween the main Island and the fort, there 
was no one to whome the murder could be traced, the owner of 
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the gun found near where Big Bullet was shot, belonged to a 
man by the name of King, was absent at the time the murder 
was committed and had been gone for several days on furlough 
to visite some of his friends at some of the distant forts, and his 
gun was left at the fort, whoever committed the murder took 
King's gun and while the whites were engaged in their dance he 
crept into the little Isleand (alluded to above) and being protected 
by the dense growth on the Island, shot his victim and made his 
escape back to the fort unseen by any one. the commander of 
the fort offered a reward of 500 pounds to who ever would ferret 
out and bring to light the author of the deed, the scoundrel 
who committed the deed had acted so cautiously that he was 
never brought to justice, some time after the army was dis- 
banded, it was said a sertain man (his name I have forgotten), 
who lived on the frontier and had his father and mother killed 
by the Indians during the war which they waged against the 
whites on the frontier, he toock an oath that he woulde have re- 
venge by killing an Indians, he was said to be the one who shot 
Big Bullet, this was not known when the murder was commited 
on the long Island or the one who was suspected would have 
been arrested and brought to justice. 

38th. I have no knowledge of Capt. Charles G. Watkins. 

39th. I cannot give you any satisfactory account of Capt. 
Dillard, of Pittsylvania, nor of his lieutenant, Hutchins, sen. 
John Dillard, formerly of this county (has been dead some three 
years), he was grandson of Capt. Dillard, of Pittsylvania, sen. 
John Dillard has a son living at Henry Court hous, Va. (Mr. A. 
H. Dillard), who I have no doubt would take pleasure In giving 
you any information in his powr. respecting his Gran father. 

40th. Col. Cleveland '* was born and raised in the southern 
part of Orange, Va., some 6 or 8 miles from the mouth of a 
north side branch of the Rapidan river, called the blue vein. 
John Cleaveland, the father of Benj. Cleaveland, lived and died 
at this place. In my first reckollection the father and mother, as 
well as grand father & grand Mother of Col. Cleaveland resided 
at this place; the father of Col. Cleaveland was born & raised 
on the blue run creek. Col. Cleaveland & John Cleaveland & 
wife were members of the Baptist Church, was what might be 
called a good liver but was far from being wealthy, he lived to a 
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good old age. Col. Cleaveland's Grand Father & Grand Mother 
lived until they were about a hundred years of age, and what is 
vary remarkable, they both died vary suddenly and within two 
or three days of each other. Col. Cleaveland had five brothers 
and three sisters. Benj. was the eldest of the nine children. 
Gen. Thorn. Sumpter was also born and raised in the uper end 
of Orange county near the blue ridge. I never new his Father 
for he died before my reckollection, his mother lived to be 
quite an old woman, beloved and respected by all who knew 
her, the father of Gen. Sumpter" was not wealthy though in 
easy circumstances. I do not know how many Brothers or Sis- 
ters Gen. Sumpter had. I new his bro. Wm., who was not of 
much note. I also new one Sister of his who married a man by 
the name of Lan. General Sumpter Ithink had onely one son 
who was sent as Minister or Consul to some foreign Court and 
there died. 

41th. I do not know what detained Col. Boon in North Car- 
olina in 1778 and '79. 

42. I cannot say positively from whom I obtained the Infor- 
mation respecting the secreted papers found by Campbell in the 
possession of the Tory whom he hung. I have frequently seen 
the place where the Tory was hung and heard the sercumstances 
detailed by persons who lived in the immediate neighbourhood. 
I cannot say sertainly that I obtained the information from Cam- 
bell himself, amongst others, altho' I think it more than proba- 
ble. I was not with Cambell when the affair happened with 
Parson McCrea '* — the Parson lived and died at his residence in 
Cumberland. 

43th. I do not know wheather Col. Abram Buford " was in 
General Lewis' campaign, 1774. I think that the Capt. Buford 
who was killed at Pt. Pleasant battle was a brother of Col. Abram 
Buford. 

44. Little Carpenter was of fine personal appearance, vary 
straight, square built, weighed about 145, below the ordinary 
height, about 55 or 60 years of adg. Oconnistota was about the 
height of Little Carpenter, with heavy and dul countenance, 
somewhat corpulent and weighed 180. he did not speak any 
english, but the traders who could converse with him, said that 
he was vary dul in point of interlect. I know not what became 
of him and Little Carpenter after the treaty. 
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45th. I have no knowledge of Col. John Carter,'* Landon 
Carter," Parker, Maj. Jacob Womack,'" nor John Reed. I was 
at the Long Islands when the treaty was signed but was not 
one of the signers. 

46th. The Indian cheaf of whome you speake was called the 
Dragon Canoe, he was said to be vary large and coarse fea- 
tured Indian fine with interlect and vary strong predjudices. 

47th. The Company that I went with to Kentucky in March, 
1780, was not a company of militia, but a party of men going 
out on busyness, for the Commishions were to meet that Spring 
at Logan's Station to deside on land claims, & most of the party 
had land claims which they were anxious to settle, publick no- 
tice was given some time before wee set out that on a certain day 
in March, a company would set out from the block house for 
Kentucky, since I have received your letter, I have had reffer- 
ance to my orriginal manuscript, and find that I saw a company 
of men set out from the block house (on the north fork of Hol- 
ston) for Kentucky, in March, 1779 or '80. My grandson who 
copied it for me, must have made a mistake and I did not ob- 
serve it in correcting the coppy. Since the date of my last let- 
ter I have been examining some of my old papers and find that 
the trip I made to Kentuck, was in March, 1780, and I returned 
the latter part of May or first of June following, and it was in 
the latter part of that year that I saw Col. Boon in Richmond. 
If you would refer to the records of Va. of that date you will 
perceive that the Legislature met twice a year for several years, 
and it was during the seckond seshion of the Legislature of the 
year 1780, that I saw Col. Boon in Richmond. 

48th. The trip that you allude to of my haveing made against 
the Torys at the head of Dan & Arrarat Rivers in the Summer 
of 1780, was made in consequence of an incursion that Torys 
had just made in that region of country, they had robed a great 
many of the Whigs and had killed a gallant Whig in cold blood. 
Col. [illegible]. 500 men were soon raised & put under the com- 
mand of Col. [illegible] Penn and sent in pursuit of the Torys, but 
when we arrived there, the Torys had dispersed, the People on 
the hed waters of Dan & Arrarat Rivers were mostly Tory ; they 
have no regular organized partys among them, they generally 
met in small parties, robed and murdered and then cleared out. 



REMINISCENCES OF WESTERN VIRGINIA. ( 

Wm. Nickoles was the Leader of the Torys in that county & he 
had enlisted in the American army, deserted and went to the 
british, receiving from them a commishion of Col. of horse, after 
receiving his commishion he returned to the head of Yadkin and 
[illegible] River, raised a company of light hors and at the head 
of his Company shot the gallant Capt. Luther [?] dead in his 
own house. 

49th. I know nothing of the personal conflict to which you 
allude as having taken place at the battle of the Isleands flats of 
Holston in July, 1776, between an Indian and white man. 

50th. You are mistaken in regard to Gen. Martain's having 
led a party of men in pursuit of some Indians in the loar part of 
Power s Valley during the Revolutionary War. I was with 
Martain during Cristean's Campane, until peace was made, and 
the affair you allude to did not happen during that period, and 
after the peace of July, 1777, Gen. Martain was appointed In- 
dian agent and served in that cappassity until the close of the 
Revolutionary War, and during the period he served as Agent 
you will recollect that peace existed between the Cherokees and 
whites, the affair to which you allude must have orriginated in 
the sercumstances of Gen. Martain having gone in pursuit of the 
Indians who committed the murders on the Holston below the 
long Island where Col. Christian" was building his fort, this 
affair was alluded to in my former letter. 

51. I know nothing of the Tory's skirmishes to which you 
allude as haveing taken place at the round Meadows in 1779. 

52th. I have seen many of the old King's Mountain men 
and conversed freely with them upon the subject of that Mem- 
orable battle, all of these men spoke of Cambell's bearing in 
that battle in the vary highest strain, and from all I could learn 
the success of it was as much due to Cambell as any other man. 
I was personally acquainted with Cambell and his publick 
character was well known to me, and never heard him accused 
of cowardess untell many years after his death. I was informed 
by som of the King's Mountain men that while the battle waxed 
warm some of the officers of the day, seeing that they had the 
Torys in their pour, determined that they would capture the 
whole of the enemy, and in order to do this it was agreed that 
the different Col. should with their commands, occupy certain 
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positions so as to cut off the retreat of the enemy, by the time 
that Cambell occupied the position assigned him, the enemy 
vary unexpectedly laid down their arms and hoisted a white flag. 
It may have been that the position assigned to Cambell was 
farther from the enemy than some of the others, and conse- 
quently Cambell did not arrive quite as soon as some of the 
others, admitting this if it be so, it does not prove that the 
position he occupied was not as responsible as the others, or that 
he did not render as effecient servise. I am perfectly satisfied 
that the rumer to which you allude, of Cambells having skulked 
away during the battle is a base Callumny. 

53th. I do not know of any military servis performed by Col. 
Donelson " nor of any land purchased by him of the Indians in 
Kentucky. My first acquaintance with him was in 1774, at 
which time he was surveyor for Pitsilvania. he then appeared 
to be about 50 years of age, rather over the ordinary size of men, 
slightly inclined to be fleshy. 

54th. Col. James Harrod" settled Harrod Station on the 
head waters of Salt river in Kentucky in ( I think ) 1775. Col. 
Samuel Newell & his wife was at Martain's Station in Powel's 
valley in 1775 or '76 — he spent some time there. I know not 
where he went. I know nothing of Col. McGary," Maj. Wm. 
B. Smith," nor of any particular event in the life of Col. Floyd " 
or Col. Wm. Ingles. 

55th. I know not what gave name to Clinch River. 

56th. I cannot describe the locality of Woodsgap or what 
gave rise to its name. I never knew that kanawa River was 
originally called Wood's River. 

57th. I know nothing of any Indian treaty that Dr. Walker" 
held at Fort Chiswell nor of his going to England, he was 
rather under ordinary size, weighed about 140, round shouldered, 
his hair (I suppose) was originally black, it was gray when I saw 
him last in 1786. he was about 75 years of age and died I think 
in the year 1787 or '88. 

58. Col. Benj. Logan * was a representative from Kentucky 
about the year 1780. I know of no other representative from 
Kentucky about that time except Boon. 

59th. I do not know Indian names of any of the Western 
rivers. 
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6oth. I know nothing of Gen. Spotswood's trip across the 
blueridge." 

6ith. I know nothing of Tailing's & Howard's trip down the 
Ohio & Mississippi. 

62nd. I do not know what gave name to Guests River nor 
Walker's mountain or creek. 

63rd. I have no knowledge of the road to which you allude 
as crossing a ridge on the waters of Trading creek. I think that 
if this road had of been there in 1775 (and it had been the work 
of man) I would have known something of it. I think it more 
than probable that the road to which you allude was made by 
the Buffaloes and other animals which roamed in the valley for 
thousands of years, in the neighbourhood of all licks with 
which I have been acquainted there are roads of vary ancient 
appearance which were made by the animals, and it is sometimes 
the case that the roads are located with a good deal of judgment 
when crossing a hill or ridge. I cannot give you the precise 
locality of Trading Creek. I have no knowledge of the Joseph 
Martain who prepared the Gazeteeir. 

fi^f K jjc Jf: 5p sjc Jf: SfC S[C 

65th. Eaton's Fort is situated about 7 miles above the long 
Isleand of Holston on the Fort chiswell road, inclosed about 
one and half acres of ground, built nearly in a square, the cabins 
built about 12 to 15 feet apart with Stockades between them. 

66th. I do not know of any active service performed by Col. 
James Callaway'" or Maj. Lankford." Col. Callaway died in the 
county of Bedford, Va., near the village of Newlondon. he left 
many children, one of whom (Capt. John Callaway) lives in this 
county 6 miles North of Martainsville. Maj. Lankford** repre- 
sented the county of Pitsylvania, Va., in the Legislature for 
many years and died in that county. 

67th. Col. Archibald Gordon" was Col. of Militia in Pitsyl- 
vania, Va. , in 1774. he was scotch by birth, lived & died with- 
out marrying, he died in Franklin, near the line of Henry. 

68. I was born on the 25th day of October, 1755. In Jan- 
uary, 1775, when we were on our way to settle Martain's Station 
in Powel's valley, in going down Walden's creek near its junc- 
tion with Powel's river where the hills closed in vary near the 
creek was discovered the remains of an old hunting camp, and 
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in front of the camp the bones of two men were lying bleached, 
they were said to be the Bones of two men who went out hunt- 
ing in the fall of 1773, and never returned — their names I have 
forgotten. 

12 miles south of Martain's Station on Powel's River there 
was a vary rich piece of bottom land called Rob Camp. In this 
there was the remains of an old hunting camp from which the 
land took its name, as it may be of some little interest to you to 
know the origin of the name, I will give it to you — some five 
years before Martain's Station was settled 3 men with 2 horses 
each and with their traps, guns and other necessary implements 
for a long hunt, settled down in the bottom above alluded to, 
built a camp & spent the fall, winter & part of the spring there 
in hunting, at that period peace existed between the whites & 
Indians, these hunters were vary successful in killing game and 
lived in perfect harmony with the Indians [who] frequently visited 
the hunters and congratulated them upon their success in taking 
game, this intimacy continued until the Spring at which time 
the hunters concluded that they had as much fur skins as they 
could conveniently carry home, accordingly they commenced 
packing up and in the morning when they had completed their 
packing loaded their horses and was in the act of setting out for 
home with the earnings of their successful hunt, 12 or 15 Indians 
came up, took possession of their horses, furs, guns and in fact 
all that the hunters had, and in exhange gave them three of their 
old guns and told the Hunters that the land that they had been 
hunting on belonged to the Indians and also the game, that they 
would spare their lives that time but cautioned them never to 
returne. 

I have answered many of the inquiries propounded by you to 
me. Many of them I could not answer, I regret very much that 
I could not give you a satisfactory answer to all of them, yet you 
may rest perfectly assured that I have done the best that I could 
for you. When I received your communication of May my 
health was very feeble and continued so for several months, 
which is the reason of my not having responderl to inquiries long 
before this. I am now happy to inform you that my health has 
greatly improved and at this time is as good as it has been for 
many years with the exception of a slight cold. I must now bring 
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my long (and I fear in many instances uninteresting) communi- 
cation to a close by wishing you great success in the undertaking 
which you have before you. 

TO BE CONTINUED. 



NOTES. 



' On July 7, 1776, Elizabeth and Frances, daughters of Colo- 
nel Richard Callaway, and Jemima, daughter of Daniel Boone, 
the first grown, and the other two about fourteen years of age, 
were captured by five Indians from a canoe in the Kentucky 
river, within sight of Boonsborough. Their fathers, with a party 
of men, pursued and recaptured them next day, unhurt, about 
thirty miles distant. Among the rescuing party were Samuel 
Henderson and Captain John Holder, recognized as the lovers 
of the two Callaway girls. On August 6th of the same year, 
being the first marriage solemnized in Kentucky, Henderson and 
Elizabeth Callaway were married. The others were married 
later. 

' General James Robertson, the celebrated pioneer, and one of 
the founders of Tennessee. He was born in Brunswick county, 
Va., June 28, 1742, and died in Chickasaw county, Tennessee, 
September i, 1814. For his life and services see biographical 
dictionaries, " Life and Times of General James Robertson," by 
A. W. Putnam; and " The Rear Guard of the Revolution," by 
J. R. Gilmore. 

* General Joseph Martin, long prominent on the southwest 
frontiers. 

'Colonel William Witcher, of Pittsylvania county, was in ac- 
tive service as captain of militia from that county in 1776 (^Mili- 
tia Pay Book). He was ancestor of Vincent Witcher, prominent 
in public affairs in Virginia, who was grandfather of Colonel Vin- 
cent A. Witcher, C. S. Cavalry, now of Pittsylvania county. 

• Colonel Anthony Bledsoe, doubtless a native of Spotsylvania 
county, Va., was in command at Fort Patrick Henry, on the 
southwestern frontier in 1776 and 1777, and warrants for his pay 
appear in the "Militia Book," as well as for pay for supplies and 
wagons furnished the Cherokee Expedition, and the Washington 
County Militia in 1777. On March 13, 1777, the Governor and 
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Council ordered that 400 men should be stationed on the south- 
west frontier under Colonel Evan Shelby and Major Anthony 
Bledsoe (^Council Journal^. He had early in his life, as sur- 
veyor and Indian fighter, become acquainted with the country 
now the State of Tennessee. He discovered that the extension 
of the Virginia and North Carolina boundary line westward, 
would leave the Watauga and Nollichuchy settlements, and Car- 
ter's Valley, in the latter State. In 1784, he built a fort near 
Bledsoe's Lick. He was killed by the Creek Indians, July 20, 
1788. In 1793, the Indians killed two of his sons. 

'Evan Shelby, born in Wales, 1720, died at King's Meadows 
(now Bristol), Tennessee, December 4, 1794. He came with his 
father to Maryland in 1735, served in the French and Indian 
War, from the rank of private to captain, and commanded a 
company from Washington county, Va., at the battle of Point 
Pleasant. During the Revolution he was a colonel of Virginia 
forces, and was afterwards a brigadier-general of militia. He 
was father of Isaac Shelby, Governor of Kentucky. 

' Probably James Dysart, afterwards. Major and Colonel of the 
Washington County Militia. In a letter written June 3d, 1785, 
Arthur Campbell speaks of him as one of the best officers 
in the county (Ca/. Va. State Papers). He supported Campbell 
in the effort made in 1785, to induce the counties of Washington 
and Montgomery to secede from Virginia and form a new State 
to be established in the West — a matter in regard to which there 
is much information in the Calendar of Virginia State Papers. 

' Geo. Maxwell represented Sullivan county in the Convention 
of the State of Franklin, or Frankland in 1785, and in the Ten- 
nessee Legislature 1787. 

' Perhaps the Col. John Anderson, who lived near the Clinch 
River, and who in 1789 wrote two letters to Col. Arthur Camp- 
bell from "The Block House" {Cal. Va. State Papers, IV, 618, 
632). 

'"Collins (^History of Kentucky) states that on a tree near 
Barren river, Warren county, Ky. , was the inscription "Wm. 
Buchanan, June 14, 1775." 

" Nathaniel, son of Christopher Gist of Maryland, is said to 
have been with his father, and brother, at Braddocks defeat. He 
was a colonel in the Va. Continental Line, during the Revolution, 
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captured at Charleston May 12, 1780, and retired Jan. ist, 1781. 
He married Judith Gary Bell, daughter of David Bell, of Buck- 
ingham county, Va. , and niece of Archibald Gary of ' ' Amp- 
thill" and had issue i. Henry Gary; 2. Thos. Gecil; 3. Sarah 
Howard, married U. S. Senator Jesse Bledsoe, of Ky. ; 4. Ann, 
married Gol. Nathaniel Hart, of Ky., a brother of Mrs. Henry 
Clay; 5. Daughter, married Dr. Boswell, of Lexington, Ky. ; 
6. Elizabeth V. H., married Francis P. Blair, and was brother 
of Montgomery Blair; 7. Daughter, married Benjamin Gratz, of 
Lexington, Ky. Perhaps the reference in the text may be to 
another Nathaniel Gist. 

"Col. John Bowman was a justice of Botetourt county in 1770. 
In the summer of 1777 the Virginia government sent him to 
Kentucky with a force of one hundred men, and commissioned 
him county lieutenant commanding there. In 1779 he led an ex- 
pedition against the Indians north of the Ohio, and was defeated, 
but proved himself on other occasions an active and successful sol- 
dier. In 1781 he was county lieutenant of Lincoln county, and 
was a judge of the first court held in Kentucky. 

"Gol. Daniel Smith was for some time presiding justice of 
Augusta county. In 1776 he was captain of militia there, and 
when Rockingham was formed in 1778, he became one of its first 
justices, and later was appointed colonel of the militia of that 
county. He was son of Captain John Smith, who was captured 
by the French and Indians, and long held a prisoner. Col. 
Daniel Smith married Jane, sister of Col. Benj. Harrison, of 
Rockingham county. For a notice of the family see Waddell's 
Augusta County, page 413, &c. 

"Benjamin Cleveland, born on Bull Run, Prince William 
county, Va., May 26, 1738 (according to Wheeler); subsequently 
removed to Orange county, where he married Miss Mary 
Graves, and in 1769 settled in North Carolina. He was a gallant 
and efficient officer throughout the Revolution, and was one of 
the commanders at Kings Mountain. He died October, 1806. 
See Wheeler's Sketches of North Carolina, 416, &c., and Dra- 
per's Kings Mountain and Its Heroes. 

■* General Thos. Sumpter, the well known Revolutionary sol- 
dier, born in Virginia, 1754, and died in South Carolina, June 
1832. 
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" Rev. Christopher McRae, of Southam parish, Cumber- 
land county, was a Scotchman, and was not supposed to favor 
the Revolution. Some young men of the county, as a punish- 
ment for his supposed Tory feeling, took him from his house, 
whipped him severely and left him naked in the woods. The 
perpetrators of this outrage were heavily fined. Mr. McRae 
was a man of much piety and learning, was educated at Edin- 
burgh, and it is stated, was offered a professorship as soon as he 
graduated, but declined and came to Virginia, becoming first, 
the minister of Southwark parish, Surry (where he married in 
1778, a daughter of John Harris, of that county), and afterwards 
of Southam. He died in Powhatan county, Dec. 22, 1808, in 
his seventy-fifth year. He has many descendants, and one of his 
sons, Alexander McRae, of Richmond, a distinguished lawyer, 
was lieutenant-governor of the State. 

"Abraham Buford, born in Bedford county, Va., died in Scott 
county, Ky., June 29, 1833. He was appointed colonel of the 
nth Va. Regiment, May 16, 1778, and on May 29, 1780, his 
command was surprised and massacred by Tarleton at Waxhaw 
creek. For a notice of him and some of his descendants, see 
Green s Historic Families of Kentucky. 

"Colonel John Carter was in 1772, a member of the commit- 
tee of thirteen, the governing body of the Watauga settlements; 
and a member of the North Carolina Convention of 1776, from 
Washington county; in 1777 was colonel commanding the militia 
of that county. 

'* Landon Carter was member of the Convention of the ' ' State 
of Franklin," from Sullivan county, August, 1784, and was 
chosen Secretary of State. In 1785, he was speaker of the first 
Senate of Franklin. 

"In 1772, Jacob Womack was one of the committee of thir- 
teen, the governing body of the Watauga settlements; was in 
1776, a member of the North Carolina Provincial Congress from 
Washington district. He was also a major of militia. 

" Colonel William Christian, born in Augusta county, in 1743 
(says Mr. Waddell, in his Augusta County, who is much more 
apt to be correct than the writer in Afipleton's Cyclopedia of 
American Biography, who says: "Berkeley county — a county 
not then formed — in 1732.") He was killed by the Indians, 
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April 9, 1786 (not in June, 1782, as stated by Appleton). He 
was one of the foremost men of the frontier, and his life is so well 
known that no account of it need be given here. The Calendar of 
Virginia State Papers contains a number of letters from him, 
and others expressing great grief at his death. 

"Col. John Donelson was a member of the House of Bur- 
gesses for Pittsylvania, 1769, 1770, 1771, 1772, 1773, and March, 
1774. About 1769 he made a treaty with the Indians, by which 
the western frontiers of Virginia were obtained, and in 1778 was 
engaged, with Robertson and others, in encouraging emigra- 
tion to the country now Tennessee. In December, 1779, with 
his family and a considerable party of emigrants, he left Fort 
Patrick Henry, on Holston river, and descended by boat to the 
Big Salt Lick, near the present Nashville, where he settled. His 
descendants have been prominent in Tennessee, and his daughter 
Rachel was the wife of Andrew Jackson. Considerable inform- 
ation in regard to the Donelsons will be found in Parton's Life 
of facksoH ; see index of that work. Col. Donelson's diary 
during his trip to Big Salt Lick has been printed in Putnam's 
History of Middle Tennessee, p. 69-76. See also Donelson and 
the Piooneers of Middle Tennessee, by Hon. J. M. Bright, Wash- 
ington, 1880. Letters from him are printed in Vol. Ill, Cal. 
Virginia State Papers. 

••James Harrod, a native of Shenandoah county, Va., the 
founder of Harrodsburg, and one of the worthiest pioneers of 
Kentucky. Accounts of his life and services may be found in 
many publications. A good epitome is contained in a note in 
the new edition of Withers' Border Warfare, pp. 190-191. 

"Major Hugh McGary, whose rashness and insubordination 
contributed largely to the defeat at Blue Licks. In 1785 he 
murdered an Indian chief, who was a prisoner to troops com- 
manded by Col. Benj. Logan. He was a famous hunter and 
Indian fighter, who had come to Kentucky with his family in 
1775, and in January, 1781 , was appointed one of jhe first justices 
for Kentucky, and in July, 1781, commissioned Major of the 
Lincoln county militia. Though his fatal misconduct at Blue 
Licks appears to have brought him no punishment, he was court- 
martialed March 21st, 1787, at Bardstown, Ky., and found guilty 
of murder in killing the Indian chief, and of insubordination in 
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insulting and abusing Lt. Col. Trotter, of Fayette county, who 
had tried to save the prisoner's life. Sentence was suspended 
for one year, and it appears that McGary was allowed to resign. 
( Cal. Virginia State Papers, IV, p. 258, &c. ) 

" Major Wm. B. Smith was one of the party who rescued 
Jemima Boone and the Callaways in July, 1776. 

"Col. John Floyd was born in Virginia about 1750, went to 
Kentucky as a surveyor in 1775, and "during the ensuing six 
years was among the foremost in all that was planned and exe- 
cuted for the protection of the settlers and the development of 
the country." On April 12, 1783, he was killed by the Indians. 
See Collins' History of Kentucky, II, p. 238, &c. He married 
first, about 1768, Miss Burfoot, of Chesterfield county (and had 
a daughter, Mourning, who married Colonel John Stuart, of 
Georgia), and secondly, Jane, daughter of Col. John Buchanan. 
By the second marriage he had (i) George R. C, a colonel in 
the war of 1812, who died in 1821, and (2) John, born near 
Louisville, April 24, 1783; removed to Virginia in 1804; M. C. 
1817-29; Governor of Virginia, 1829-34, ^^^ ^^^^ August 16, 
1837. He was the father of Governor John B. Floyd. 

" Dr. Thos. Walker. 

" General Benjamin Logan. See, among many other notices 
of him in various publications. Green's Historic Families of Ken- 
tucky, which contains a sketch of his life and an account of the 
Logan family. 

"The well known expedition of the " Knights of the Horse- 
shoe" to the mountains in 1716. See Slaughter's History of 
St. Mark's Parish, pp. 83-96. 

"Col. James Callaway, of Bedford county; bom December 21, 
1736; was son of Col. Wm. Callaway, of Bedford; was frequently 
in the House of Burgesses, and rendered very efficient service as 
county lieutenant of Bedford during the Revolution. See Rich- 
mond Standard, December 25, 1880. 

" Benjamin Lankford, member of the House of Burgesses for 
Pittsylvania, August, 1774, and 1775, and of Conventions of 
March and December, 1775, and of 1776, and doubtless member 
of the Legislature in later years. 

" Col. Archibald Gordon was also county lieutenant of Halifax. 



